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Nashville is known to many as Music City, 
USA -- but even more so it is considered 
the capitol for the Country Music Scene. 
While both are true, over the past few 
years Nashville has been cultivating its 
other genres that can be found around 
town. 

Last year, NMG decided to start covering 
these other genres that have been quietly 
growing on the side scenes of Country. 

One of these genres was the Blues, 
surprisingly there was a larger scene than 
any of us could have realized. 

With May being Blues Month in 
Tennessee, with the Beale St. Festival, the 
Annual Music City Blues Festival as well 
as our Annual Blues Jam it only seems 
fitting that we dedicate this issue to the 
Blues. 

When you think of the blues, you think 
about misfortune, betrayal and regret. 
You lose your job, you get the blues. Your 
mate falls out of love with you, you get 
the blues. Your dog dies, you get the blues.

While blues lyrics often deal with 
personal adversity, the music itself goes 
far beyond self-pity. The blues is also 
about overcoming hard luck, saying what 
you feel, ridding yourself of frustration, 
letting your hair down, and simply having 
fun. From unbridled joy to deep sadness, 
no form of music communicates more 
genuine emotion.

The blues grew up in the Mississippi 
Delta just upriver from New Orleans, the 
birthplace of jazz. Blues and jazz have 
always influenced each other, and they 
still interact in countless ways today. From 
there it expanded across the South and 
eventually even further. 

When the country blues moved to the 
cities and other locales, it took on various 
regional characteristics. Hence the St. 
Louis blues, the Memphis blues, the 
Louisiana blues, etc. Chicago bluesmen 
such as John Lee Hooker and Muddy 
Waters were the first to electrify the blues 
and add drums and piano in the late 1940s.

Today there are many different shades of 

the blues. 

This year marks the 5th Annual Music 
City Blues Spring Festival slated to be 
held on Memorial Day at Centennial Park. 
It is free to the public and the headliner is 
Taj Mahal. 

We also hosted a Blues Jam and had some 
great artists come out to perform - Johnny 
Hiland and Ronnie Lutrick of The Blues 
Connection, The Andy T Band, Tyrone 
Carreker, Paris Delane and numerous 
others that blew away Midtown. 

We are proud to say that it was such a 
huge success that we are doing our Second 
Annual Blues Jam this year at the end of 
the month at Soulshine Pizza Factory 
(check out the back cover for more details). 

NMG is thankful for all of its advertisers, 
supporters and readers. It is because of 
you all that we can continue to provide 
these up and coming artists, writers and 
musicians with the exposure that they 
need and deserve. 

Amanda Andrews

Letter from the Editor

Nashville Music Guide
PO Box 331927

Nashville, TN 37203
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Internationally known fashion designer and an iconic Nash-
ville personality, Manuel Cuevas Jr., otherwise known as 
Manny, recently suffered a near-death medical battle. While 
he is on his way to recovery and returning to being a full-time 
father and extraordinary clothing designer, Manny’s unfortu-
nate health circumstances have put him and his family in a 
financial burden. On Tuesday, April 23, 2013, 6:00pm at the 
Cannery Ballroom in Nashville, Tennessee a benefit was held 
to aid Manny and his family.

The Mavericks, with a new album and tour, headlined the ben-
efit concert, along with performances from Cumberland Col-
lective, Eric Lee Beddingfield, Coy Taylor, Ty Bates, William 
Stuart, Keith Gattis, Shawn Camp, Pit Crew, Los Dellgado’s, 
Greta Gaines, Brittany Dunbar, Mandy Barnett, Craig Wayne 
Boyd, Doc Holiday, Hank Williams III, Craig Campbell, Al 
Anderson, and Jeff “Shaky” Folks.

Billy Block and Kelly Meselli offered their services to co-host 
the benefit. Other sponsors of the benefit were Midtown Print-
ing, Manuel, and Mercy Lounge/Cannery Ballroom.

“Raul and Betty Malo, Linda Dunbar, Hank Rosenfelder, Jon-
athan Pears were diligently working around the clock getting 
donations, auction items, building splash pages for the web-
site, putting this whole thing together. I wouldn’t have been 
able to do this without them,” said Manny.

Some of the items for the auction and raffle were an original 
Manuel suit, a weekend in Maine with a lobster boating expe-
dition, a signed guitar, posters, albums, and more.

“Wear it Well, Wear it Out Manuel Benefit Concert’s main 
goal from the beginning was to brand Manny. Not just to get 
him money now, but to expand him and provide awareness for 
future endeavors,” said benefit co-coordinator Linda Dunbar.

The benefit was also the launch for Music City Denim, a new 
venture Manny is working on. Its focus is on the rejuvenation 
of manufacturing in the United States. It is one of Manny’s 
passions and goals that he has been striving for. One-by-one, 
the goal is to start reopening old factories and rebuilding what 
America was built on; the manufacturing of goods. 
The idea is to reach out to the fashion capitols of the world 
from the heart of America; here in the Bible belt and giving 

jobs back to Americans. Music 
City Denim is slated to be a brand 
within itself but also a manufac-
turer for private labels, brands, and 
designers as well.

“There is not a single day that goes 
by that I am not thankful for all 
these wonderful people. It’s a cel-
ebration of life. I am excited for 
all the support and blessings,” said 
Manny. “It has been an emotional, 
physical, and financial struggle for 
me and my family. It is just amaz-
ing, the people that have come to-
gether.”

Last year, Manny was rushed to the hospital due to a massive 
blockage in his large intestine. He endured a very complicated 
surgery and faced months of recuperation time. In late 2012, 
Manny faced several more surgeries that were unsuccessful. 
Fortunately, earlier this year, Manny entered what should be 
his last surgery and is on the road to recovery.

Amidst all the sudden health problems, Manny and Lora were 
blessed with a healthy baby girl, Annabella. With a newborn, 
caring for the other children – Sofia Esperanza (9) and Maxi-
millian (2 ½), and caring for Manny, Lora has been unable 
to help financially. Manny admires how Lora has been the 
“rock” of the family and told NMG how amazing she has been 
through it all.

Linda and Betty were instrumental in the organization of the 
benefit. Linda had met Manny through industry events in the 
past. In December, when she heard about the medical battle 
that Manny was fighting, in the true Nashville music support 
system manner she wanted to help.

“When Linda first came to me asking to put on this benefit, 
I had to take time to think about it for a few days. I am one 
of the few people who don’t like to throw the burden of sick-
ness or the grief of struggles on my friends and family,” said 
Manny. “I know I am not the only one who has struggles, the 
whole world has problems. After a few days of thinking, I 
realized how humble it was for her to come out and want to 
give me some blessings. So I agreed to allow her to start the 
benefit.”

Once the benefit was agreed upon, Linda went to work dili-
gently pulling resources and phoning friends about the cause.

“The Nashville community stands behind its friends and came 
out to help one of their own back on his way to the top. By 
purchasing tickets to the benefit show the funds will help 
Manny and his family with their monthly bills while Manny 
recuperates and re-opens for business,” stated Linda Dunbar.
By the turnout of the event her statement about Nashville and 
the community could not be more true. 

Wear It Well,     Wear it Out Manuel 
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“Artists on the Rise” and 
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providing your potential clients 
and fans with special deals, 
newest releases, and more. 

Contact us for more details on 
cuurent promotions and 

advertising opportunities. 

ads@nashvillemusicguide.com 
615-244-5673

Betty and her husband, Raul Malo 
of The Mavericks, have been friends 
with Manny for years as well and 
were more than happy to offer their 
support.

“The hardest thing to do is ask for 
help. We were 100 percent in after 
the conversation. Immediately the 
scope of the event was huge. I think 
that locals should support locals, a 
lot of people were unaware of Man-
ny’s condition and as the word has 
gotten it is amazing how many have 
come forward to help,” said Betty. 
“Part of the cache of getting in-
volved is that it’s not just music but 

its fashion, which is my world. The connection of the two is 
what made me jump at the opportunity to help.”

ABOUT MANNY AND WEAR IT OUT MANUEL:

Apart from the past work he has done alongside his famous 
“Rhinestone Rembrandt” father Manuel, Manny has the name 
and inspiration of his famous Father and the tenacity to take 
things in his own unique direction and has worked hard over 

the last four years to establish himself and his own brand. 
One might say that Manny Cuevas is the new “Bling King” 
of Nashville.

“Wear it Out Manuel” is a design studio, workshop, and re-
tail store-front located on the Eastside at 1001 Dickerson Pike 
in Nashville, TN. Wear It Out Manuel is about the American 
Heritage of independence, self-confidence, style and opulence 
inspired by the west as well as the movies, music, (Rock-n 
-Roll, Country, R&B) and numerous other elements that when 
combined are considered American culture. While establish-
ing his business, Manny has had the opportunity to work with 
many well-known artists in the music and fashion industry in-
cluding names like Marlee Scott, The Band Perry and Ameri-
can Idol’s Paul McDonald.

A true artist, Manny’s vision extends beyond his sketches. 
Each piece is a well thought-out story that evokes a feeling 
when you slip it on. He’s thinking about the look, the feel and 
the emotion that can be captured as his customer’s look and 
feel confident in his designs. You can’t help but smile when 
you settle in to a new Manny design. Original, wearable and 
usually a tad bit sassy, his clothes are fun to wear. From the 
Arena to the Red Carpet and even the catwalks of New York 
City’s Fashion Week, a new era in western inspired fashion is 
being created.

Wear It Well,     Wear it Out Manuel 

written by Amanda Andrews
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Cali Tucker is no 
stranger to the coun-
try music industry 
but her style may 
not be all country. 
Her life is filled with 
memories of trav-
eling and enjoying 
music sessions with 
her mom LaCosta 
and her aunt Tanya. 
Music is in her blood 
and in her family 
roots, so it’s no sur-
prise that this young 
woman has major 
talent. 

Her own personal 
style and unique 
take on country mu-
sic has brought Cali 
to the forefront of 
modern sound and 
individual presence. 
In the past, she has 
toured as a backup 
singer for her aunt Tanya Tucker and 
now she has the opportunity to do her 
own music, her own way and in her 
own style. 

Currently working to promote her 
second album Cali says she wants 
this CD to reflect who she truly is 
and what her music means to her. 
She said her break out album wasn’t 
exactly what she had expected and 
that she’s hoping this time around 
she will be able to have more creative 
freedom to express who she is as an 
entertainer. 

Inspired by 1920’s big band sounds, 
soul, blues, and jazz with an edge of 
rock Cali is definitely one of a kind. 
She said she wanted to something out 
of the box, something no one else has 
done yet and if it’s not country then 
it’s not country but the country roots 
run deep and that’s apparent in the 
lyrics and sound of her songs. 

Grace Potter is one of Cali’s favorite 
artist’s and she talked about seeing Grace in person and how 
her songs inspired Cali to push for making her music her own 
way. Muse, Match Box 20, and Third Eye Blind can all be 
found in Cali’s music collection. They have all played key 
roles in her ambition to be a modern artist in a genre of music 
that presents many possibilities. 

Cali said she under-
stands that the process 
of doing things her 
way may not be easy 
but she’s determined 
to stick to her aspira-
tions and make her 
music her own. 

The first song Cali sang 
publicly was “Blue”, 
a big hit for Lee Ann 
Rimes. Cali does most 
all the writing of her 
songs because she said 
she wants this EP to be 
truly her work to set 
the bar for what’s to 
come. 

She’s a beautiful 
young woman with a 
bright spirit and when 
you talk with her she 
becomes a close friend 
immediately. She’s a 

little bit of a tomboy at heart and loves 
the outdoors. She also loves anything 
vintage. She said it doesn’t matter 
what it is, clothes, cars, anything. She 
just purchased a 1976 Honda 550 that 
she’s restoring and said she can’t wait 
to have it finished. 

Having a close relationship with her 
fans is important to her and since she’s 
been touring most all her life with fa-
mous relations she understands how 
important it is to make a good impres-
sion. 

She said one of the craziest memories 
that stands out to her is that she was 
once asked to sign a guys underwear 
and a backside to go with it. 

Currently doing local shows and some 
light touring to GA, IL, and NC, Cali 
has a few showcases and will be ap-
pearing at a Blues Festival in Nash-
ville. 

Other news that Cali shared is the pos-
sibility that she and her mom LaCosta Tucker may have the 
opportunity to do a reality TV show based on success stories 
of mother/daughter duo’s in Nashville. 

Talks are still on the table but you can get more information 
on Cali and her music at www.calitucker.com

Cali Tucker “Making Music My Way”

by Sherryl Craig
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This is the first article of a regular series 
of songwriting/publishing articles that 
will be created and supported by Justin 
Peters of SONGS FOR THE PLANET, 
INC. and published in the Nashville 
Music Guide. 

I am happy to say that we like to make 
history here at the planet by first taking 
care of business at the foundation of it 
all----writing a great song.  You can have 
the greatest voice in the world, but what 
is a singer without that song that connects 
to the world. We need each other.  

Though unfortunately  the music business 
majority has temporarily forgotten this, 
the consumers know and remember this. 
The consumer – the voice of the people, 
matter most in today’s music and art 
market. The internet has taken obstacles 
out of the way of the consumers finding 
and reaching the new great artists and 
the new great songwriters. Your plans 
for today must include and remember the 
“power of the people.” At a time when 
things are tightening up in the business, 
it is time to loosen up your faith and 
operate in good faith toward the people.  
Write a song  that is worth them listening 
too. Sing a song that is worth their time. 
As you aspire….. inspire.

As a company we are proud to have just 
issued the first state license ever issued to 
an entire state.  We issued the license at a 
meeting at the state Capitol in Charleston, 
West Virginia  with Governor  Earl Ray 
Tomblin of West Virginia. It is worth the 
read.
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I was one of the lucky ones. I was raised on great music 
– my mom was Conway Twitty’s biggest fan and my dad 
was a huge George Jones fan. It didn’t take me long to fall 
in love with those classic tunes. As a 35 year old man now, 
my life experiences and memories have been so intricately 
connected with the music that it’s almost impossible for me 
to separate them. 
I was teaching the morning that George Jones died. I al-
ways keep my phone with me, but on silent. I could feel it 
vibrate and I knew I was getting a lot of messages. When 
the class ended, I checked my messages and I couldn’t be-
lieve what I read – message after message telling me that 
George Jones had passed away. It seemed like it couldn’t 
be real. In my heart, I knew he was gone and country music 
would be forever changed.  Jones had been going through 
some health problems and had to cancel several shows re-
cently, but I didn’t realize his health concerns were so seri-
ous.  
George Jones was more than just another country singer. 
His was the unmistakable voice that sang many of the 
songs on the soundtrack of my life. I remember one day in 
college while I was going through a breakup that I was not 
handling well. Suddenly, I heard “He Stopped Loving Her 
Today.” I was so overcome with emotion at that moment 
that my entire body started to shake. That is the power of 
country music.
Country music has changed drastically during my lifetime, 
from the traditional sound that George Jones was famous 
for to today’s country sound. George Jones had a phenom-
enal career with some of country’s greatest songs, but per-
haps his legacy is best measured by the number of artists 
he has influenced. Since the death of “The Possum” was 
announced, I’ve been touched by the tributes by such artists 
as Keith Urban. 
Over the years, I have had the opportunity to see numerous 
George Jones concert. I loved and cherished every single 
one. My favorite performance, though, would have to be 

the fan club party in 2011.  It was held at the Nashville 
Palace in Nashville, TN during the week of the CMA Mu-
sic Festival. He performed hit after hit, but what made the 
show extra special was the pictures he showed from his 
younger days. It was obvious the devotion and love he had 
for his wife, Nancy. Their love story was truly something 
to be admired. 
The last time I saw George Jones perform was last summer 
at JD Legends in Franklin, Ohio. It was a great show. I was 
expecting to see him perform at least once this year – pos-
sibly at shows in Columbus, OH and Nashville, TN. 
The news left me sad and I know that country music has 
been changed forever. There is one thing I am sure of: 
George Jones will live forever through his immortal songs 
and memories. Just like they have been done for decades, 
the songs will be passed from generation to generation. As 
country music moves forward, today’s artists can honor 
George Jones and make him proud. 
Who’s gonna fill his shoes? I’m not sure anyone can. Art-
ists like George Jones are rare. Those are some mighty big 
shoes to fill.

photo by Bev Moser  George and Nancy with his 80th Birthday cake (courtesy 
Frogking Konfections) 09/2011

No One Will Ever Fill His Shoes..Remembering A Legend 

George Jones Lived To Be 81       1931 - 2013

by Rick Amburgey
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by Rick Amburgey

“A mutual love for music and motor-
cycles.”

That’s what Donnie Apple said 
brought he and Bob Bogdal, also 
known as Harpo, together. The duo – 
which would form Judas Tree – met on 
a motorcycle ride. Apple said that he 
bought a delta blues CD that Bogdal 
had done with Elam McKnight. 

Judas Tree is now putting the finish-
ing touches of their CD, “The Ballad 
of the Monkey King,” which Apple 
says is a concept in the Chinese book, 
“The Art of War.”

Apple and Bogdal co-wrote all of the 
songs on the new CD. He says the 
songs are all very personal and he 
usually keeps the stories that inspires 
the songs to himself. Why?  He said 
a person sometimes gets a particular 
meaning from a song. “I don’t want to 
shade it with what I wrote it about,” 
he said. 

The CD will be available at the end of 
May. Apple said the engineer decided 
he couldn’t mix the CD for them be-
cause he was too close to the project. 

Apple had 
great things 
to say about 
Matt Opal, 
who he said 
was wonder-
ful to work 
with. He 
said the early 
mixes were 
“just too 
thin and al-
most too pol-
ished.” He 
explained they didn’t want it to sound 
raw, but wanted it to be more round.

Apple said the reaction to the songs 
always surprises him when they play 
live. “We always get a really good 
reaction,” he said. “I’m not sure you 
would call them violent, but they 
aren’t pretty.” Adds Apple, “You want 
to shock people delicately and make 
people think.”

The record Bogdal did with McKnight 
was a political record.  

“If you are going to do something, you 
might as well put your head on the 
chopping block.”

After playing the songs out live, they 

made some changes on what people 
will hear of the CD. Many of the 
changes had to do with the music. 

Apple says they wanted to make them 
more pointed and there are only two 
guitar solos. “We wanted to make the 
songs very concentrated, very to the 
point.”

Bogdal said Judas Tree has gotten a 
really good response on social media. 
Through social media, Judas Tree has 
allowed fans to see every step of the 
way. 

“It keeps the interest. They feel like 
they are a little bit part of it.”

For more on Judas Tree, go to www.
judastree.com.

written by Rick Amburgey

Judas Tree, 
To The Point
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Princess House
Are you using healthy 
cookware? Let our healthy 
cooking products change 
your life and that of your 
family. Earn extra income 
part-time. FREE start up 
with launch party!

Showplace Cleaning
Are you just too busy? 
Feeling overwhelmed? Is 
it time for Spring cleaning? 
Scan the code and get 
$20 OFF your 1st Time 
Cleaning. 

Randi Radcliff Photography
Need new headshots? May-
be some photos for your 
new album or photos from 
a live showcase. Randi has 
worked with the best of the 
best contact her today!

Portraits by Jan Andrews
Jan Andrews has been 
commissioned to do illus-
trations of all sizes. They 
are excellent for gifts and 
making memories. janan-
drews@hotmail.com

L & B Tax Service
Let us help you maxi-
mize your return. Call 
615-712-7507 for a free 
estimate. Scan the code 
for a chance to win a $50 
gas card.

Absolute Pest Control
Scan to win!!!
Call for an appt. 
615.220.1933 or visit our 
website www.absolute-
pestco.com

Avon
I am here to help with your 
Avon needs. We offer fun-
draisers and something for 
everyone from shower gel 
and deodorant to beauty and 
skincare. We  have clothes, 
baby and children items.

Dove Chocolate Discoveries
Gourmet Chocolates with 
a Business opportunity. 
Drink Mix; Baking mix; 
Savory & Health Line. 
Team Manager Sharon 
Rowley  615-474-5891

        Operation Troop Aid
REVEILLE Patriot 
Power Shot! A portion of 
the proceeds are donated 
to Operation Troop Aid, 
to support our Troops. 

Skully’s Saloon
Come to Skully’s Saloon 
for our Songwriter’s Night 
every Thursday night. 
Hosted by Josh Vargo 
Click on the QR Code to 
fight out about our events.

Lorna’s Nashville 
Songwriter Services

Are you new to Nash-
ville? Learn from Lorna’s 
experience. Demo record-
ings, Career coaching, 
Song Critiques and so 
much more! 

My Tip Jar
Tip Jar is a mobile app 
that allows bands to ac-
cept tips. Finally one spot 
for fans to tip bands  from 
one app. Currently offer-
ing launch specials. 

BUSI    ESS SPOTLIGHT
Scan the QR Code with your Smartphone to Learn More About What These Businesses Have To Offer. 

Amy Dismukes
Independent Sales Representative

yourcosmeticsrep@gmail.com
www.youravon.com/adismukes
706-570-6862      615-241-0043

Brentwood/Franklin
 Green Hills

615-361-7010

Joan G Chandler 
Area Organizer                                       
615-366-6498



          NashvilleMusicGuide.com       13



NashvilleMusicGuide.com 14

Bright, beautiful, and smart could be used to describe this 
young woman. Talented and creative as well. Emilee Allan is 
on the move. Originally from Edwardsburg, Michigan, Emilee 
makes her home in one of the hottest cities in the US, Nash-
ville. Her music career is moving along and she’s ready to 
explore it fully with her eyes wide open. 

I talked with Emilee about her career and what her hopes are 
for the future. She said she’s looking forward to gaining all 
those life experiences that so many artists talk about and using 
those experiences to write songs that will not only make her 
career excel but songs that will inspire others. 

Strong-willed and wise beyond her 19 years, Emilee is now 
working on her first single to be introduced to radio. She be-
gan her singing career at the age of 8. Her grandfather was 
a big influence on her decision and she said she’s glad she 
listened. Her parents have also been a huge support in helping 
her to relocate to Nashville and pursue her new career. 

Her personality pulls you in and her confidence is contagious. 
Emilee expressed to me that she knows she has a long way 
to go and that she’s still young with a lot of learning to do. 
She wants her music to be 
something she believes in 
and that others can too.

Inspired by one of coun-
try musics great female 
artists, Martina McBride, 
Emilee said she hopes to 
bring those qualities to her 
own career. She said Mar-
tina’s genuineness, com-
passion and love for the 
industry has encouraged 
her to live her dream. 

I asked Emilee what other 
passions she enjoys be-
sides her music and she 
said she loves to paint. She 
said it’s very therapeutic.

When asked what she is 
most proud of at this point 
in her young career she 
said she was proud she had 
the opportunity to open for 
George Jones. It was the 
highlight of her expecta-
tions to making her dream 
a reality and she said that 
as she stood on that stage 
she felt she was finally do-
ing something right. 

Emilee also expressed 

great thanks to many of her mentors and a special thanks to 
Eric Lee Beddingfield for believing in her and supporting her 
in this adventure. 

As we talked about fans and meeting people after the show’s I 
asked Emilee if there were any quirky things or funny things 
she had experienced and she said one young man asked her to 
sign his tennis shoe. He bought a CD too but signing the ten-
nis shoe was a first. We know there will be more quirky things 
to come. 

“Burned This Bridge”, “Don’t Leave Me Broken”, and “Crazy 
Ride”, are three of the 11 songs in her collection that you can 
listen to and purchase on iTunes.  

Projections for this young lady are high and this year is going 
to be one heck of a ride for her. Her self titled album features 
“Crazy Ride”, her first single to be released. The CD has a mix 
of classics and contemporary sounds that fans will love and 
want to add to their CD collection. 

Visit www.emileeallan.com to find out all about Emilee and 
take a listen to her music today. 

Emilee Allan: On The Move
by Sherryl Craig
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by Sherryl Craig
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Red, White, Rhythm & Blues:  A Memorial Day Celebration
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Do you love listening to gospel, rhythm and blues?  Well, you’re not the only one!  Join thousands of music-lovers 
on Sunday and Monday of Memorial Day weekend at Centennial Park for free live music, unique merchants and 
vendors, and tasty food and beverages.  Traditional spiritual and gospel music will fill the air on Sunday, May 26th 
from 10 AM to 6 PM during the Music City Gospel Spring Festival.  Be sure to catch the Fairfield Four singing their 
beautiful a cappella harmonies, as well as many others worshiping and expressing their faith through song.  

Then, get ready to move and groove on Monday, May 27th from 10 AM to 6 PM during the annual Music City Blues 
Spring Festival.  Several artists will warm up the audience before the world-renowned, Grammy award winning 
headliner, Taj Mahal takes the stage.  You won’t want to miss this musician, who has created his own unique sound 
by introducing cultural and nontraditional elements and instruments into his original blues’ songs.

Carol Jenkins, head of New Hope Foundation - sponsors of the Memorial Day Blues Festival - said, “This is a major 
coup for the Foundation and for Nashville. We are delighted to bring this national and international blues great to 
Music City. Metro Parks is excited we have such a major celebrity coming to town for our fifth year of free concerts 
in Centennial Park for Nashvillians.”

Through this festival and other endeavors, Carol Ann Jenkins successfully combines her passions for music and 
for helping others.  As president of the Tennessee Blues Society, she is heading up the Music City Blues Spring 
Festival, which is sponsored by and will benefit The New Hope Foundation.  This foundation provides supportive 
and humane services to the terminally ill of Nashville and surrounding counties.  New Hope focuses on meeting 
the social, emotional, and spiritual needs of each individual client during the last days of their life limiting illnesses.

Other important aspects of The New Hope Foundation are the community outreach and educational programs 
for nurses, churches, physicians, health care entities, and other community-based organizations.  They want to 
spread the word about the benefits of hospice care and all of the services they provide for patients and their family 
members who are facing the final stages of terminal disease.  Offering short term and transitional housing, home 
support, patient advocacy, guidelines and training, case management, pastoral care, and counseling are just a few 
ways New Hope can help.

Jenkins has dedicated herself to her community.  Along with organizing fundraising festivals and heading up a non-
profit organization, she also plays a great role in the preservation of musical history as president of the Tennessee 
Blues Society.  She is dedicated to keeping the blues’ tradition alive and promoting equal opportunities for all.  And 
she has fun doing it!  

At Carol Ann’s Home Cooking Café, two nights of the week are devoted to highlighting Music City’s rich R&B 
history.  The Tennessee Blues Society hosts an old fashioned jam on Sunday nights where masters of the music 
industry and talented newcomers can get together and enjoy each 
other’s music in a comfortable, inviting setting.  On Tuesday nights, 
the Tennessee Rhythm and Blues Music Society takes over Carol 
Ann’s to honor the classic soul and R&B legends who have paved 
the way for today’s new artists and sounds.  Veterans like to take 
the stage to show the next generation “how it’s done.”

And don’t forget to come out to the Nashville Music Guide’s Second 
Annual Blues Jam, also benefiting The New Hope Foundation, 
which will take place on Thursday, May 30th at Soulshine Pizza 
Factory.  

“Life is good!  Play the blues.”

Red, White, Rhythm & Blues:  A Memorial Day Celebration

written by Serenity Joy Miller
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MAY  

 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are 

meant to be - Saint Theresa.
 

ARTIST NEWS:  Tate Stevens took the stage in Kansas 
City, Mo. to perform for a sold-out crowd just two days 
before his major label self-titled debut hits shelves. The 
3,000 capacity crowd raucously welcomed their home-
town hero who dominated headlines after winning FOX’s 
The X Factor last December.  Backed by his five-piece 
band, Stevens’ 75-minute set included his current single, 
“Power Of A Love Song.”  In an emotionally charged 
moment, Stevens invited his wife, Ashlie, and his two 
children, son Hayden and daughter Rylie, to the stage to 
acknowledge how much his life has changed since they 
signed him up to audition for The X Factor just over one 
year ago. Stevens thanked them profusely before pre-
senting Ashlie with flowers.
 
BENEFIT NEWS: April 25, 2013, marked the first an-
nual “Save The Music America Day,” proclaimed by 
Hendersonville, Tenn, mayor Scott Foster. The stated ob-
jective: to help songwriters and composers who “have 
suffered both monetary and intellectual property losses 
due to illegal downloading of copyrighted materials.” 
STMA executive director Mark Dreyer has lived and 
worked as a professional studio musician and producer 
in Hendersonville and the Nashville area since 1996, and 
has seen the effects first hand. STMA is a not-for-profit 
organization, which provides effective ways to coun-
teract illegal downloading of music and media through 
awareness campaigns designed to capture the hearts and 
minds of America’s music fans. “We are fighting for the 
hearts of our kids, which is really the next generation of 
music consumers,” said Dreyer in an interview with New 
York Times correspondent Phil Sweetland. More info at 
www.SaveTheMusicAmerica.org
 
BLUEGRASS NEWS: Following the release of his CD 
entitled TOO MUCH AIN’T ENOUGH, Clinton intro-
duces a project close to his heart and his upbringing-
-ROOTS OF MY RAISING, from The Clinton Gregory 
Bluegrass Band.  This project is yet and again another di-
rect and effective collection of country tunes with threads 
of Bluegrass and it’s obvious a lot of heart and soul was 
poured into the recordings. A fifth-generation fiddle 

player, Clinton Gregory organically comes full circle in 
this “life-like” reflection of the sounds and songs that 
were both the foundation and the springboard to launch 
Gregory as a multi-talented career entertainer. Produced 
by Jamie Creasy and IBMA multi-award-winning banjo-
ist/producer Scott Vestal, ROOTS OF MY RAISING is a 
collection of 12 handpicked acoustic tunes that become a 
personalized translation of some of Bluegrass and coun-
try music’s classics with Gregory’s vocals blending seam-
lessly in timeless arrangements (“Sittin’ On Top Of The 
World,” “How Mountain Girls Can Love” and “Some-
how Tonight”).   In the company of traditional standards, 
Gregory displays his fiddle wizardry in the age-old rosin 
and bow tune “Katy Hill.”  With just four and a-half min-
utes remaining, the conclusion of the project presents 
one of the most exceptional moments--Gregory performs 
the faithful and passionate original composition “Cruci-
fixion.” “This Bluegrass album has been 40 years in the 
making,” said Clinton Gregory.  “The project came to life 
when we spent a weekend up at a cabin; we played until 
our fingers couldn’t play anymore. Something really rare 
happened and we knew we needed to get into the studio. 
In fact, the songs on the record are the very same songs 
from those inspiring evenings at the cabin.”
Check out Clinton Gregory official on google for his 
global news, fan club, music and links for corresponding 
video to online and television platforms.
 
BUSINESS BUZZ: (ARTIST) Phil Vassar, the chart-
topping, multi award-winning singer/songwriter and 
“piano man,” has signed with APA Nashville. Vassar’s 
current single “Love Is Alive” earned BILLBOARD’s 
coveted “Hot Shot Debut” designation, launching with 
nearly 900,000 audience impressions at the 30-plus sta-
tions monitored by Nielsen BDS. Vassar has earned Top 
5 placement seven times and many other artists including 
Tim McGraw, Alan Jackson, and Jo Dee Messina have 
taken Vassar’s tunes to #1 positions. More at www.phil-
vassar.com
 
BUSINESS BUZZ: (THE ROW)  Big Sky Media Nash-
ville LLC has acquired independent label Way Out West 
Records, which is helmed by Nashville Music Row vet-
eran Clif Doyal. Also in the deal are Doyal’s related art-
ist service companies including management and book-
ing firm the Clif Doyal Agency, publicity/marketing arm 
CDA Promotions-Nashville, and Parrot Picks Publishing 
Group. Doyal is a partner in Big Sky and will head the 
umbrella company as COO. Way Out West Records has 
launched a website for the label and service companies 
at www.wayoutwestrecords.net. Co-founded in 2008 by 
Doyal, Tim Russell and flagship artist Shawna Russell, 
the Way Out West roster also includes Country band 
LiveWire. New hirings at the Clif Doyal Agency include 
booking agent Phillip Hager and management assistant 
Justin Woods.
 
CD RELEASES: Billy Ray Cyrus has inked a deal with 
Buffets, Inc., for his 13th studio album, CHANGE MY 
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MIND. Guests can pick up Cyrus’ latest CD at Ryan’s®, 
Country Buffet®, HomeTown® Buffet, Old Country 
Buffet® and Fire Mountain® for a special $8.99 price, 
while supplies last. Proceeds from the CDs will support 
the Armed Services YMCA® (ASYMCA) for Opera-
tion Outdoors, a camp program that assists the children 
of military personnel during deployment. Produced by 
Brandon Friesen, the new CD harks back to Cyrus’ roots 
in bluegrass, Southern rock, gospel, and country mu-
sic. The Flatwoods, KY native wrote or co-wrote every 
song on the CD including the title track and lead single, 
“Change My Mind.”

DEEPEST SYMPATHY: This is one of the hardest 
paragraphs I have had to write since I became a music 
journalist in 1991. Our heartfelt condolences to the fam-
ily, friends and fans of Country great George Jones. The 
Old Possum passed away April 26 in Nashville. He will 
be missed by millions of fans and live on through his 
music legacy…We love you and will never forget you.
 
LABEL NEWS:  
ARISTA RECORDS - Restless Heart are returning home 
to their first label to release music, old and new, in com-
memoration of the three decades. On May 21, RCA / 
Legacy will unveil the latest addition to its artist com-
pilations with the release of PLAYLIST: The Very Best 
of Restless Heart. The album includes 12 of the group’s 
biggest hits, and two new songs, previously unreleased. 
Tracks include “Fast Movin’ Train,” “That Rock Won’t 
Roll,” “Wheels,” and many more. Also, Restless Heart 
has hit the road for their “30 Years & Still Restless” tour, 
bringing their signature harmonies and hits to more than 
100 cities by the year’s end. For the full tour schedule, 
visit www.restlessheartband.com

CAPITOL RECORDS / NASHVILLE - Earning their 
fastest charting and seventh career number one single, 
Lady Antebellum’s “Downtown” took the top position 
on both the Billboard and Mediabase charts while si-
multaneously selling more than 500,000 digital down-
loads. “Downtown” also spent the previous two weeks at 
No. one in Canada and is the lead single off the group’s 
upcoming fourth studio album GOLDEN, available 
in stores May 7. “Downtown” hit big out of the gate, 
becoming the trio’s highest debut at Country radio. To 
watch a behind the scenes video from the making of the 
single, click here: http://smarturl.it/2eneqt  For informa-
tion on upcoming appearances, visit www.ladyantebel-
lum.com.

CURB RECORDS - Lee Brice celebrated his new #1 
single, “I Drive Your Truck” in Las Vegas. The ballad 
joins his previous 2 number one songs as singles that 

also happened to peak the same week as major country 
award shows. “A Woman Like You” went #1 the week 
of the 2012 ACM Awards. The follow up single “Hard 
To Love” hit the top spot later that year during the week 
of the CMA Awards. Curb Records is now gearing up 
for the 4th single, “Parking Lot Party”, off the current 
album. For more information, visit www.leebrice.com
 
NASHVILLE NEWS: “Nashville Dancin’ presented 
by Dollar General,” will be back this year as the city’s 
free Thursday summer concert series at Nashville’s 
Riverfront Park. “Nashville Dancin’ presented by Dol-
lar General” will feature free Thursday evening shows 
kicking off June 13 and going through August 1 begin-
ning at 5pm. The talent lineup will be announced in May. 
Television and radio personality Storme Warren will host 
several of the shows and the event’s festive atmosphere 
will be augmented by local Nashville food trucks. Tom 
Morales, creator of the original series and producer of 
the new show says it was the right time to launch the 
new and exciting downtown event. Dancin’ attendees 
will have free parking at LP Field thanks to the Tennes-
see Titans.
 
NASHVILLE SONGWRITERS ASSOCIATION 
NEWS (NSAI): The place to be from music lovers, 
songwriters, and get educated about the world of song-
writing. www.nashvillesongwriters.com to learn more 
about NSAI. NSAI continues its work in Washington, 
D.C., on important anti-piracy legislation.” Sign up to-
day at www.nashvillesongwriters.com
 
TOUR NEWS: Jason Aldean headlined the first ever 
concert at the University of Georgia’s Sanford Stadium 
for over 60K fans in mid April. The event started early 
with Aldean’s fans taking tailgating to a new level, and 
when the Georgia native himself made a surprise ap-
pearance in the parking lot, hysteria ensued. Aldean’s 90 
minute set showcased hit after hit including “Hicktown,” 
“Big Green Tractor” and “My Kinda Party,” as well as 
his current single “1994,” on one of the biggest outdoor 
stages in the nation The 2013 NIGHT TRAIN TOUR has 
sold out every show so far this year, and upcoming stadi-
um stops include Boston’s Fenway Park (7/12 and 7/13) 
and Chicago’s Wrigley Field (7/20). For more informa-
tion, visit www.jasonaldean.com.
 

WWWEBSITES TO CHECK OUT:  
www.bouldercreekguitars.com | www.ascap.com  

www.sesac.com
       

WHO’S LOOKING  *  WHO’S CUTTING:  
Alabama, Craig Morgan, Emily Portman, 

Danica Honeycutt and Rusty Walker.
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Dear Deborah,

I’ve heard a business plan is a great idea, but I’m a singer and recording artist, where do I even start with 
that?

Claire P. 

Building a Vision
Just like an architect will draw up the blueprint on a three bedroom, two-bath ranch style home, if you truly desire 
a long and successful career in music, you will want to draw up your own blueprint to success, otherwise known 
as a “vision plan”.  All too often the approach that is taken by an excited, optimistic and self-imagined superstar is 
being discovered and reaping the rewards.  If you have an additional few hundred thousand dollars hanging around 
to carry you, cover expenses and so forth, then this idealistic concept may have some result – or not – only time 
will tell.  If however you don’t have those kinds of resources to throw at your career, you may want to consider 
that having a vision plan as the best strategy you could employ.  

If you are blessed enough to have the money to invest in yourself, then the argument for a vision plan is to insure 
every dollar you spend is done so with purpose and to move you forward. I’m certain some of you already know, 
money can run through your fingers like liquid when it comes to financing a music career.

Building a vision plan is not building a business plan although it is a distant cousin.  If you plan on building your 
brand of music business to the degree where a business plan is a needed then building a vision plan is a great first 
step and when you are ready it will help you to clearly help to define your path.  Every tool you use, every exercise 
you participate in that allows you to operate with clarity, confidence and commitment is worth its weight in gold 
(records!).  

How do you start?  With the end in mind.   Take a journey, three of five years from now and see what your career 
has become.  Sure, you can imagine yourself out winning awards, sharing the stage with top notch talent, having 
five top ten hits as a songwriter and so forth, and while all that is happening, what are you actually doing?  Ques-
tions might be; what is your net worth?  Are you touring, if yes, where? Do you have a sponsor for your tour?  Have 
you recorded a CD?  Do you have a team of artists you write with?  Do you sell your own merchandise and so on 
and so forth. Maybe you will have your own label, or you are going to promote or produce artists.  Once you have 
given yourself permission to let your imagine run wild make a note of it and start to work backwards from where 
you place yourself three or five years from now, to where you are today.  Play with strategies and allow yourself to 
embrace what it took to get you to that ideal place you have just envisioned and write it all down until you have a 
plan working backwards from that five year start point all the way back to today.  

Once you have completed this task, take a breath.  Track your timelines, make any tweaks you feel you need to. 
Here is a clue, it’s good to feel like it’s a stretch, as it will get you into action versus feeling like you’ve got plenty 
of time and therefore don’t get started.  If you feel like you’ve got loads of time, bump up the deadline on your 
goals until you feel like you’ve got no time to waste.  Once you have touched things up, write it up and laminate 
at least one copy of your vision plan so you can carry it around with you and track your steps and successes.  

I invite you to start building your vision plan today, no matter where your career might be, the sooner you do the 
sooner you will be enjoying a healthy and financially rewarding career doing what you love.  Yes, it is possible to 
make a good living in this industry and with a vision plan you are on your way to doing that.  

by Deborah Bishop
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Nashville, during the first week of April, 
was paradise for music lovers and song-
writers. The not-for-profit group, NSAI 
had their biggest event of the year. Tin 
Pan South.  

Hit songwriters sang some of their big-
gest, as well as some uncut songs. They 
told stories about the songs, they shared 
laughs. Fans and songwriters from all 
over the world were there to partake. 
Up and coming singer/songwriters were 
on hand to take it all in. Here are a few 
photos and some of the highlights from 
the week. 

On Tuesday, our week started at The 
Listening Room. Eric Paslay sang a 
few songs including his Jake Owen hit, 
‘Barefoot Blue Jean Night’. That was 

fitting because Jake 
was there to sing along. 
Owen also sang ‘Alone 
With You’. Brandy 
Clark sang some of 
her songs and Josh Os-
bourne sang the Kenny 
Chesney hit ‘Come 
Over’.
  
From there, we went to 
a very intimate round at 
Douglas Corner. Dustin 
Lynch, Jeffery Steele, 
Rachel Thibodeau and 
Jason Sever put on 
an amazing show. We 

heard many hits, such as 
Cowboys and Angels, 
What Hurts The Most, 
Good Directions and 
many more, along with 
incredible stories. Steele 
had everyone laughing. 
Then we had a few sur-
prise guests get up to 
sing. Martina McBride 
and Nicole Johnson both 
came up to sing a song. 

On Wednesday night, Mi-
chael Martin Murphy and 
Paul Overstreet played 
at The Listening Room.  
There were many great 
performers at different 

venues all over town. We did some bar-
hopping to see several. 
On Thursday, Lisa attended a few great 
shows. At The rutledge, she saw Bob 
DiPiero perform Gone, If You Ever Stop 
Loving Me and Southern Voice, Dean 
Dillon sang The Chair and more. Gary 
Burr did ‘Can’t Be Really Gone’ and 
others. Matraca Berg sang ‘Your Hus-
band’s Cheatin’ On Us and Strawberry 
Wine. 

The second round include Greg Barn-
hill (Walkaway Joe), Lee Roy Parnell 
(That’s My Story), Gary Nicholson 
(One More Last Chance) and Mike Reid 
(Stranger In My House).

written by Krys Midgett and Lisa Giaramita photo by Cameron Powell
Tin Pan South Fills Nashville With A Song

“It’s not how much we give but 
how much love we put into giv-
ing.”  Mother Teresa

Welcome again to the Give A 
Little section of the Nashville 
Music Guide. This issue is a 
recap on the amazing Tin Pan 
South shows. That was quite an 
amazing week and the Blues 
issue. Not only did I get to see 

a few of my favorite writers, Matt Warren realized that he used 
to write for me in my college newspaper. Apparently, I got him 
passes to Widespread Panic and he wrote a review. Love it! At the 
same round, I told Paul Jenkins that he is the reason I decided to 
write about music instead of doing hard news. Honey, you can 
blame him! 
Here is an interesting story. I was in line behind a college kid, late 
one night. He had left his check card at home and trying to get all 
his cash out. So I swiped my card and paid his extra $16. Then, 
being the self-promoter I am, I gave him my GAL Business card. 
I woke the next morning to a wonderful message on Facebook 
from this kid. He is a pre-med student (by the way). Before he 
ventured to Walmart, he had helped out a man at a nearby gas 
station. His post and message were so kind and he said ‘Thanks 

for the randon kindness. Karma does exist.’ 
Now we are Facebook friends and I see his differ-
ent posts. He recently rescued baby kittens. They 
were under his house and the mother was gone. He 
has been bottle-feeding them. The point is that you 
never know who you may help. Who knows what 
the smallest amount of help will mean to someone.
Stacy Mitchhart is our cover artist. He is an incredible Blues 
singer who likes to help others as often as possible. 
We teamed up with Doing Good. TV to feature their Volunteer 
Of The Month. Read more about Rachel Moore. GAL also spon-
sored a benefit for Park Center (a non-profit mental facility). 
Plus, I had the pleasure of being at the Kentucky Music Hall Of 
Fame Inductions. Olivia West opened the show in Lexington. 
It amazes me every day how many songwriters and artists donate 
their time to come play and help others. 
Do your part to give back a little every day. And do it because you 
love to, not because you feel obligated. Life is full of struggle  and 
even when you think it couldn’t get worse, it could. So count your 
blessings and know that karma does exist. 

     All my love,
     Krys Midgett
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Friday night was incredible. At The 
Listening Room, Lisa saw Kristian 
Bush (Baby Girl), Jeff Cohen (Postcard 
From Paris), Marti Frederikson (Jaded), 
and Kara DioGuardi (Mama’s Song). I 

was at Winner’s watching Paul Jenkins 
(Don’t You Wanna Stay), Matt Warren 
(Every Storm Runs Out Of Rain), An-
thony Smith (What About Now), Marc 
Beeson (When She Cries) and we were 
treated to special guests Billy Joe Walk-
er (I Wanna Dance With You) and Larry 
Henley (The Wind Beneath My Wings).. 

The fun did not stop there. At The Rut-
ledge, Danny Wells (Check Yes Or No), 
teamed up with Eddy Raven (Mexico), 
Frank Myers (I Swear) and Billy Mon-
tana (More Than A Memory). 
Frank did a duet with Lisa Harless from 

Regions Bank (Just You And I). 

On Saturday, The Listening Room was 
rocking with Ben Glover (Hard To 
Love),  Amy Grant (Our Time Is Now), 
Matt Jenkins (Runnin’ Out Of Air),  Bil-
ly Montana (More 
Than A Memo-
ry) and Special 
Guest: Marshall 
Altman. 

The second round 
included James 
Slater (Mexi-
cana), Tony Lane 
(I Need You), 
and Tom Douglas 
(Little Rock).

At The Station 
Inn, Melissa Bol-
lea did a round 
which included 
Amber Hayes, 
Bill DiLiugi and 
Joshua Scott 
Jones. 

The second round 
was Billy Yates 
(Choices), Eddie 
Heinzelman (She's 
Water), Buddy 
Jewell (Jesus, El-
vis, and Me) and 
Jimmy Fortune 
(Closer To You).  

During Tin Pan 
South, it is hard 
to decide which 
shows to go see. 

You are sure to hear something incred-
ible at any show. 
Support NSAI and the work they do for 
the songwriters. Go to www.nashville-
songwriters.com to become involved. 
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Nashville-based Blues Artist, Stacy 
Mitchhart, has built a worldwide fan-
base and has received multiple awards. 
Last year, he was even inducted into 
the Canadian Blues Hall of Fame. He 
performs 265 dates a year. Luckily, he 
can keep the family life in check. Four 
nights a week, he performs regularly in 
Nashville. 
Even with all these scheduled dates, 
Mitchhart still takes time out of his de-
manding schedule to give back. Recent-
ly, he helped raise over $40K at a Poker 
Run for a lady with cancer. His friend 
Greg had organized it. He does shows 
for the American Red Cross and other 
events, as well. He prefers to help with 
events where the funds directly benefit 
an individual. He loves to help benefits 
for fellow musicians who are down on 
their luck. The band will play several 
of the events and Mitchhart pays them, 
even if he is volunteering to play the 
benefit. So he will donate his time, talent 
and money to help others in need. 
“I try to do at least 3 or 4 charity shows 
a year. We get asked all the time. I 
tell my band they’re going to get paid 
whether I get paid for the show or not. 
It’s just the right thing to do. I can’t do 
every one I want because I can’t afford 

it. We just did something for Red Cross, 
downtown. We do stuff for the heart as-
sociation- my Dad had heart problems 
when he passed so anything I can do for 
them is good. Also, anything I can do 
to help the musicians here. A lot of us 
don’t have retirement, don’t have health 
insurance, so it’s hard if a guy gets hurt 
or sick and can’t work. It pretty much 
devastates them cause they don’t have 
anything coming in. So if I can do some-
thing to help in those kind of terms I’m 
more than happy to do it,” says Mitch-
hart. 
“I also do poker runs, it’s a motor-
cycle thing…there was a young lady 
with a daughter, like eleven. A single 
mom, with no insurance, and she was 
diagnosed with terminal cancer. So we 
wanted to do whatever we could to help 
out. So I like to do stuff for good chari-
ties, but I also like to do stuff where it 
goes directly to an individual. My friend 
Greg, he’s the one who put the poker 
run on. It was his girlfriend’s sister. He 
did a really good job organizing it. As 
he started putting it together he realized 
he could really make a difference. He 
started a small nonprofit organization 
and is trying to put on six this year, and 
maybe 12 next year. A lot of these poker 

runs aren’t that well organized and don’t 
have the turnout they did… but this par-
ticular one raised $40,000.”
Music has always been a mainstay 
throughout Mitchhart’s life. From the 
time he heard his first Monkees song, 
he was hooked. I was a huge fan of the 
Beatles and The Monkees, as a child. 
“My friends and I couldn’t play football 
or basketball because it was raining.  I 
was going through the paper looking 
for movies.  I saw an ad to learn to play 
guitar. I asked my mother if I could take 
guitar lessons. The guitar was rented 
and the lessons were bought.  After the 
first six months of lessons, Dad bought 
me a guitar and I continued the lessons.  
I taught my father how to play guitar.  I 
was nine years old then. The first song 
he learned was called ‘Rice Is Nice’ by 
The Lemon Pipers. 
At 10, Mitchhart made his debut on stage 
singing the BJ Thomas song ‘Raindrops 
Keep Falling On My Head’. It was in 
front of over 400 people and he handled 
it like a pro.
‘It was one of those things where the 
choir sang. There was an interlude in 
the middle and I played it. I borrowed 
an amplifier and the cord was bad, so 
halfway through the song the guitar 

Stacy Mitchhart: 
Blues In His 
Blood
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kind of stopped working and I stood 
there during the performance moving 
my legs and trying to get the guitar to 
work and I finally got it to work. Ev-
eryone felt so bad for me, they let me 
do the song over. My mother was out 
there and thought I would break down 
crying. I just figured it out, wrapped the 
cord around my legs, and kept going...”
Stacy has music in his blood. “I had an 
uncle who played drums. They always 
told me he was  a professional drum-
mer- he was playing American Le-
gion halls, but I realized hey, a gig’s a 
gig. He played drums, my grandfather 
played fiddle, my grandmother, she 
was gone before I was gone so I never 
met her, she played piano. They had 
a little band that played square dance 
music. My dad did very little music, 
he kind of played fiddle but not well. 
Later on I taught him to play guitar. We 
had a lot of fun playing together.”
Although he hasn’t always played 
Blues, it was what he was meant to do. 
“I grew up listening to my parents al-
bums - Wes Montgomery, Al Hirt, 
Herb Alpert, Boots Randolph, Ink 
Spots and the Mills Brothers. While 
my friends were listing to R&R, I was 
tuning into soul stations and jazz.  I 
went to rock concerts, but the music 
never thrilled me at all.  I would have 
rather listened to Sam Cooke,” says 
Mitchhart.“Growing up in Cincinnati, 
my best friends’ father was my biggest 
musical influence.  Frank Hedges was 
an unorthodox storefront preacher who 
played gospel as the blues.  He put me 
in his band.  We would always laugh 
at how he played guitar.  He was never 
formerly taught.  He didn’t just strum 
the guitar, but would smack it.  There 
were these bass notes, drums, every-
thing, I tried to do this in my playing.  
He played from his soul.”
He was born and raised in Cincinnati, 
but has lived and played all over the 
world. Nashville, which is best known 
for Country music, is now his home. 
“The first band I was in, we did current 
R and B stuff at that time, KC and the 
Sunshine band, but also a couple of BB 
King tunes, a couple of jazz tunes. At 
the end, we played in church. Two of 
the guys in the band, their dad was a 
preacher. We were his band for church. 
He played guitar while he preached, 
that was pretty cool. Then after that 
I worked at an amusement park in a 
country western band for a couple 
summers, then I was in an acoustic 
duo deal, but I was always still doing 

some blues,” Mitchhart added. 
“After that I had a band called 
Park Avenue which was kind 
of a triple A Jazz band. I was 
always a blues fan, and I no-
ticed that the songs that got the 
best response and the songs I 
liked to play were the blues 
ones. So I sort of morphed into 
doing that.”
Mitchhart has been all over 
the world and has built a large 
fan base. He is known for his 
energetic live performances, 
his national television expo-
sure and aggressive marketing. 
When you have the opportu-
nity to see him live, his guitar 
skills and strong vocals will 
blow you away. 
With all the show dates he 
does, 3 or 4 nights a week are in 
Nashville. So, balancing fam-
ily and career is not a difficult 
task. He is a dad and husband 
and enjoys the role. He spends 
as much time with his family 
as he can. When he goes out 
of town with his band, it’s just 
getting together with friends 
for a weekend and playing mu-
sic. He says the band has been 
together a long time and they 
have a great relationship. 
“People ask me how to get me some-
where…All it takes a phone call and a 
contract. I haven’t been to Europe in a 
few years, I’d kind of like to get back 
there. I’ve been able to do five different 
tours over there. I really enjoyed that. 
Then we tour all over the country,” 
he says. “Last year we did 276 dates. 
About 80-100 were out on the road. 
We have 4 nights a week guaranteed 
in town. So we’re really fortunate. We 
get to do some of the things that tour-
ing acts do, but we’re home 3-4 nights 
a week so we get to have some sem-
blance of a normal life.”
It has been three years since his last al-
bum. They are currently in the studio 
working on the next project. It should 
be out by July. It will have a Folkish 
feel to it. Mitchhart has been listening 
to delta blues guys and trying to strip it 
down. A lot of the tracks will still have 
the backing vocals, full horn sections 
and be big. While several of the tracks 
will be guitar-heavy and stripped-down. 
Mitchhart is excited about this 
project.“I’m looking forward to it. It 
won’t be straight blues. It’ll be bluesy, 
but some Americana too, with different 

instruments. There’s a song I wrote on 
ukelele, some 2 and 3 string cigar box 
guitar stuff. I think it’ll be a cool proj-
ect!”
To see Stacy Mitchhart for yourself, he 
plays at BB Kings every Monday and 
Tuesday and at Bourbon Street Blues 
and Boogie Bar on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. Once a month, you can 
catch him at Sambuca. 

“I try to live my life by the phrase, 
“Do the right thing.” If you have to 
ask yourself, should I be doing this, 
the answer’s probably no. If you’re do-
ing the right thing, you don’t have to 
apologize. It won’t always make ev-
erybody happy but you just have to do 
that. There’s a lot of kids I have to talk 
to- I just tell them to do what they’re 
passionate about. I hate to see people 
get into things just for money- because 
money doesn’t equate to happiness.”

For more on Stacy Mitchhart, go to 
www.stacymitchhart.com

Stacy Mitchhart: 
Blues In His 
Blood

written by Krys Midgett
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Songwriters Support 
Park Center 

by Krys Midgett

Manda Rose
Alan Smith

Casey Smalley,                      Scott Dunn            J.D. Edge

Deborah Bishop

Deborah,   Cora,    Karleigh,      Dylan

Olivia Jason James Buddy Owens

Scott Paris                         Melody 

Don

Jayce         Suzi         Garrett            Jimmy        BradleyCasey,                     Scott 
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Nashville’s Volunteer of the Month for May 
is Rachel Moore. “I work at my job because 

I have to. I volunteer because I can.  I would 
do it every day if I could. Knowing I am 
making a difference, no matter how small, 
means the world to me.” 

Moore says, “I have met some of the most 
amazing people while volunteering. . . . I’ve 
met a young man who is missing both arms 
that coaches high school athletes. I’ve seen 
people with MS who spend hours at a park 
helping a benefit walk. I’ve been VERY lucky 
to meet a lady who began volunteering three 
weeks after losing her spouse to suicide. 
I am so very much in awe of these people, 
and count myself blessed to now call them 
my friends. And I’ve met them all while out 
volunteering.”

She primarily volunteers for the Tennessee 
Suicide Prevention Network and Mental 
Health America of Middle Tennessee yet 
also Second Harvest Food Bank of Middle 
Tennessee and Nashville Area Habitat for 
Humanity. Examples of her volunteer ac-
tivities are nearly too many to count. “I have 
done a vast range of things. I have sat in an 
office answering phones and entering data. 

I have helped package food for a mobile 
food pantry, then helped distribute the food 
to the public. I have spoken to high school 
classes, helped to organize benefit walks, 
tended booths at a wide range of events and 
rounded up volunteers for a 5k. I also was 
lucky enough to assist in building a home 
for an amazing family here in Nashville. I 
am very excited about volunteering in May 
to help an organization who donates pet 
food to owners who can’t afford it.”

“Doing Good believes Rachel and others 
like her should be celebrated,” said Megan 
McInnis, Founder of the young organiza-
tion. “Doing Good is creating a space within 
all forms of media, including a television 
show, to showcase the stories of local vol-
unteers to encourage more to volunteer. For 
example, Doing Good is online on Pinterest, 
Twitter and DoingGood.tv.”

Nashville’s Volunteer of the Month is a free 
program produced by Doing Good. All ages 
in Davidson County are invited to nominate 
another or self-nominate. For additional in-
formation, log on to DoingGood.tv.

Doing Good TV Volunteer Of The Month:
Rachel Moore 

Submitted By Megan McInnis

The Kentucky HeadHunters Inducted into The Kentucky Music Hall of Fame 
By: Shelby Savage

The Kentucky Headhunters, Exile, Sam Bush and Steve Wariner jamming 
after the ceremony.                                                         photo by Krys Midgett
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Q: Who have been your biggest influences?
 A: It depends on what genre I'm working in. 
Globally, I'd have to say Neil Young in that he 
covers so much ground in his body of work, even 
some really cool blues stuff.  As far as my work in 
blues as a specific genre, I try to go for the Wil-
lie Dixon/Howlin' Wolf vibe along with a good 
helping of The Allman Brothers and Little Feat.
  
Q: Do you write your own songs, if so, how 
long have you been songwriting?
 A: I started making up songs when I was really 
young.  According to my Mom, I was doing this 
from about the time I learned to talk.  I started 
writing seriously when I was about fourteen.  I 
had the good fortune that my piano teacher was 
also an English teacher and a poet, so he be-
came rather a mentor to me in my songwriting.
 
Q: Story behind a song  pick one of your 
songs that has a great story behind it.

 A: They all have their own stories, just as all 
great movie scripts have a back-story.  True, 
some stories are better than others, but it's re-
ally hard to pick just one... I guess in the interest 
of self-promotion, I would have to pick "Mojo", 
which recently won the "Kentucky Fellowship 
of Musicians" 2013 Singer-Songwriter con-
test... Once upon a time, I had put a blues trio 
together and we were starting to get some book-
ings.  I was doing a lot of slide guitar work and 
so I bought this Les Paul for it's flexibility of tone 
and great sustain.  At the same time I was host-
ing a songwriter's workshop for the Northeast 
CMA.  One of the regulars in the group made a 
comment to the effect that it was easier for me to 
write since I was classically trained and "knew 
all those chords".  While I was practicing with 
the new guitar, I "found" this riff that I really, re-
ally liked, it was just a kind of jam around an E7 
chord.  I had also been re-reading a novel called 

"Mumbo Jumbo" by Ishmael Reed (I love that 
book).  It was just synchronicity, the novel, the 
one-chord riff and the passing comment led to 
me setting some of the imagery from the book 
into this riff so I could show my friend that "all 
those chords' aren't what makes a song.  The 
result is a song that has proven to be a great 
crowd-pleaser.
 
Q: Co-writers? 
A: I rarely co-write, not that I am averse to it, 
it's simply that the situation hasn't arisen often.  
My most successful song, "Better Chance", was 
a co-write with Jim Dufty, a dear friend of mine 
from back in Upstate New York.
  
Q: What song, phrase or quote best describes 
you? 
A: "Cleverly disguised as a responsible adult", 
my wife, Marie, got me a t-shirt with that embla-
zoned on it for Christmas and I think it's perfect.
  
Q: What instruments do you play? 
A: I play everything except woodwinds, but on 
many I am very, very rusty and so I absolutely 
do not play them in public.  I mainly play key-
board, guitar, and harmonica.  I really only view 
myself as a keyboard and harmonica player.
  
Q: What is the first song you learned and 
how old were you? 
A: I knew a raft of children's songs from my 
Grandmother, but I learned a lot of songs 
from the '60s from my Uncle Joe, who played 
in a band during that era.  I distinctly remem-
ber getting in trouble in first grade for walking 
down the hall singing "Light My Fire".  It was 
a Catholic School and the nuns were definitely 
not impressed. 
 
Q: Tell me about your current projects? 
A: I have a collection that I put together for the 
"Kentucky Writers Day Celebration" that is five 
electric songs and five acoustic songs that I am 
in the process of getting out on Amazon, etc. but 
is currently only available as a direct purchase 
from me.  I also record and post material on Re-
verbnation with some degree of frequency.
  
Q: Obstacles?
 A: I come from a rather well-to-do, well-educat-
ed family and I'm a classically trained vocalist 
and pianist, are there greater obstacles to play-
ing blues?
  
Q: Awards 
A: I've won quite a few, but my recent "Kentucky 
Fellowship of Musicians 2013 Singer-Songwrit-
er" win for "Mojo", The Northeast CMA song 
of the year award for "Better Chance" and my 
2005 "Instrumentalist of the Year" from the 
Northeast CMA stand out.
  
Q: Who or what has impacted your life most? 
A: At the risk of sounding hokey or trite, I'd have 
to say that it's Marie, my partner of these past 
twenty-five plus years.  A dear friend once said 
that were I to have any success in the music busi-
ness, then my success would also be her success.

  
Q: Are you involved in any charities?
 A: Not as many as I'd like to be; but on a musi-
cian’s budget, cash donations are tough.  I help 
with the organizing of entertainment for Robert-
son County's "Relay for Life" and I do any fund-
raiser that comes my way in any capacity that I 
am needed.  I recently did some remodeling work 
for Sumner County Habitat for Humanities. 
 
Q: What are your goals?
 A: To live well until I die.  Long ago and far 
away I was a young professional with a career 
path.  A bunch of things happened and I came to 
the realization that I am emotionally and spiritu-
ally better off taking a more zen approach to life.  
It could also be interpreted as shiftless and lazy. 
 
Q: What was your first paying gig and where? 

A: June 1977, the Kinderhook Lake Association 
Teen Dance at the association's hall in Niver-
ville, New York.  What I find most amusing is that 
I was 13 and we split $120 as a four-piece.  Now 
I'm 51 and if I could find a gig in Nashville that 
paid as well I'd be thrilled. 
 
Q: Is there anything crazy or silly you have 
done that people might be surprised about? 

 A: I am a very serious person and would never 
get caught "street surfing" in the back of a Suba-
ru Brat, or throwing fun snaps from my car at 
children on bicycles.  I would never dream of 
causing my pre-teen daughter to act as if she 
didn't know me because I was acting as if I were 
a serious hillbilly, complete with a pretty darned 
good northeast Tennessee accent.  I have no idea 
what you're talking about. 
 
Q: What got you into Blues and what is your 
favorite Blues song/artist? 

A: I'm not trying to sound mystical, but the blues 
got me into the blues.  My Dad was and still is 
a huge fan of Leadbelly, Cisco Houston, Woody 
Guthrie and the rest of the folk movement of the 
late '40s and '50s, so when I was young I heard a 
lot of that.  Then my Uncle Joe used to teach me 
songs he was doing with his band in the '60s that 
were strongly blues influenced.  I really think that 
the blues, as a musical form, are so pervasive 
in all forms of American (as well as European) 
music of the last 75 or more years, longer than 
that if you look at Stephen Foster through the Tin 
Pan Alley writers, that they are inescapable.  I 
get quite a chuckle from folks who tell me they 
don't like blues and then tell me how much they 
dig "The Beatles". As far as my favorite blues 
song and artist... that's a tough one. I've always 
been fond of Floyd Jones' "Dark Road" for the 
Chicago sound. For some deep, early stuff then 
I'd go with Tommy Johnson's "Cool Drink of Wa-
ter", Robert Johnson's "Terraplane Blues." For 
modern takes on old material, Warren Haynes 
does an outstanding job on Son House's "John 
the Revelator." 

Living The 
Blues

Don Gaylord

by Krys Midgett
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Nashville Hotel at the Crossings, offers comfortable accommodations, 
thoughtful amenities, and friendly service at a great value, all while keeping 
you close to Nashville! Each and every stay includes continental breakfast, 
free wifi, and a laundry facility to help make your stay easier. Situated in a 
way that provides easy interstate access that is just minutes from the best 

venues and attractions in music city. Look no further then our affordable, pet 
friendly, and business friendly hotel.

Call us today at (615) 731-2361 to book your reservation.
201 Crossings Pl. Antioch, TN 37013
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Phil Brown 
Phil Brown is a local 
blues artists that will 
be playing the 2nd 
Annual Blues Jam or 
NMG. Come check 
him out this month. 

Johnny Neel
Check out Johnny 
Neel’s latest album, 
“Every Kinda Blues” 
today. Also, come see 
him play at Soulshine at 
the end of the month.

Tyrone Carreker
Soulful singer, Tyrone 
Carreker will blow you 
away with not only his 
vocals but also his gui-
tar playing. Check him 
out this month. 

Paris Delane
Jerrod Neiman has noth-
ing on Paris’s bluesy 
and soulful version of 
“Lover, Lover.” Come 
and check him out this 
month. 

Kali Nolen 
Powerhouse vocals and 
a stage presence like no 
other. Be sure to come 
out to a perormance by 
Kali this month. 

Anni Piper
‘Split Second’ features 
Piper’s bass playing talents 
throughout. The Blues Leaf 
bombshells beguile listeners 
with butter-wouldn’t-melt-
in-your-mouth harmonies.

Alastair Greene
Alastair was asked to 
demo the new Seymour 
Duncan ‘Whole Lotta 
Humbucker’. Watch the 
promo video and visit the 
Seymour Duncan website.

Solomon King
Mind-numbing monoto-
nous hours, and a daily grind 
of soul-destroying work, 
eased only by lots of booze, 
broads, and the never-ending 
Friday night cocaine Blues.

Head Honchos’ 
“The Head Honchos are 
definitely in charge of some 
really fine music! A lucky 
seven tracks, with every 
one a winner!” BLUES 
DELUXE RADIO SHOW

The Planetary Blues Band
Check out the Planetary 
Blues Band and their lat-
est album, “Once Upon 
A Time In The South 
Loop”. Artwork by Jay 
Weinberg.

Angela Hesse
Sweet, sassy and a voice 
you won’t foget. Check 
out Angela Hesse’s latest 
single “Which One of 
You Boys?”  

New Blues Revolution
Their unique, musical style 
is forged from each individu-
als backgrounds/strengths. 
The result is a catalog of new 
blues music, jazzy, high-ener-
gy rock & thoughtful ballads.

ARTISTS O     THE RISE
Scan the QR Code with your Smartphone to Learn More About What These Rising Artists Have To Offer. 
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Olivia West just celebrated seven years as a 
Nashville resident. On her ‘Nashiversary’, 
she was opening the Kentucky Music Hall 
Of Fame Inductions in Lexington, KY. 

Things are looking up for this soulful artist. 
Through losing her dad at an early age to her 
ongoing divorce battle, this single mom of 
two knows how to write and sing the Blues.

Who have been your biggest influences? 
My father was a Church of Christ preacher 
and worship leader.  He and my mom would 
sing hymns in the front seat of the car be-
cause our beaters never had working radios.  
But I wanted to grow up to sound like Patsy 
Cline while I was collecting Judds records.  
My parents’ vinyl mostly consisted of South-
ern and Early rock, Emmylou Harris and 
Linda Ronstadt, but we listened to Country 
radio.  After my father passed away I got 
my drivers’ license and comforted myself at 
BB’s Lawnside BBQ in downtown KC and 
started listening to Blues too.  But honestly, 
MY Blues comes from pain.  That’s the big-
gest influence any Blues or Country artist 
ever had.

Do you write your own songs, if so, how 
long have you been songwriting
Yes, I’ve been writing songs as long as I 
could talk.  Literally.  Instead of asking for 
a cup of milk I’d sing for it and make sure it 
rhymed.  The first song I ever made my fami-
ly sing along to was when I was 4.  Some boy 
in Pre-school turned my head. I still remem-
ber it.  My family can still sing “You Nev-
er Know What You’re Picking Up.”  They 
decided they’d rather sing better songs, so 
they made me edit and rewrite them in first 
grade.  It made me a real freak in elementa-
ry school to be so single-mindedly obsessed 
with music. I was writing songs in the mar-
gins of my workbooks. Singing them in the 
halls got me harassed a lot, but those same 

classmates are 
some of my big-
gest supporters 
now.

Story behind a 
song:

I’m still singing 
instead of talk-
ing, but I did it 
even more when 
the kids were 
little.  One day 
when they were 
toddlers they fol-
lowed me into the 
bathroom and I 
started singing 
“I don’t get to 
pee alone any-
more...” It had a 
killer melody, so 

later, when the kids were asleep and I was 
feeling lonely, I wrote “Alone” to it. It’s 
such a silly backstory for such a serious and 
intimate song.

Co-writers
My co-writers are like family!  I love them 
all!  The ones I always write killers with are 
Mark Oliverius, Greg Barnhill, Reese Wil-
son, Rodney Janzen, Ashlee Kay Thomas, 
Lisa Giaramita, Janet Miller and Brett Gil-
lan. And there are several I only write with 
once in a while like Wood Newton, Heidi 
Huettner, Stan Webb & Mary Francis who 
make me feel blessed!  And lately I’ve got 
a couple more on the calendar that I’m 
thrilled about adding to my family!!!

What instruments do you play? 
The guitar and the pen.  The pen is a writing 
instrument, right?

What is the first song you learned and 
how old were you? 
Legend has it I performed my first song at a 
church picnic when I was 9 months old.  My 
mom was showing off my outfit to the rest 
of the picnic table and I decided to take ad-
vantage of having everyone’s attention and 
started singing “The B-I-B-L-E” which I 
apparently misspelled horrendously. But ev-
eryone clapped and I announced I was going 
to be a singer when I grew up. I was talking 
really fluently then, but I still couldn’t stand 
up on my own until I was over a year old.  
Shows my priorities, I guess.

Tell me about your current projects?
My most exciting project right now is my di-
vorce.  I’m writing a lot of songs for it. 
I just released an EP to iTunes and Ama-
zon which was recorded a couple of years 
ago and I’m about to record another one 
this summer.  Meanwhile, Mark and I are 

cooking up amazing new songs all the time.  
Someday soon we’ll have an entire record 
of that, too.

Obstacles 
Life.  But it’s also so good.  My boys and I 
are busy living, but we get to have so much 
fun and spend time with so many interest-
ing people that there’s always good music to 
be made.  Being a single-mommy definitely 
makes it hard to be an independent artist, 
though.  Touring is out of the question until 
I can afford a bus and a nanny, but my boys 
and I are paying our dues in triplicate so we 
should get there soon.

Who or what has impacted your life most? 
Just like Joe Cocker, I get by with a little help 
from my friends.  These days the village that 
helps me raise my children has become my 
biggest influence.  My church and my Nash-
ville family have really been amazing safety 
nets when I needed someone to fall back on.  
The kindness and generosity of others has 
definitely been impacting my life lately.

Are you involved in any charities? 
I mostly donate my time to the “Feed My 
Children Fund.” In November, I had the 
privilege to raise over $20K for Haiti with 
Lorrie Morgan.  We raised enough to build 
an entire school! Mark organized that and I 
couldn’t be prouder of him, he really pulled 
off a miracle!  It was an amazing thing to get 
to be a part of!!!

 I love to use my voice to help others!  My 
digital sales raise money for World Vision so 
I can help feed other people’s children, too.

What are your goals?
I want to reach everyone and make their 
lives better with my songs. It’s not as lofty a 
goal as teaching the world to sing in perfect 
harmony, but I’d love it if they could all sing 
my songs in slightly pitchy unison.

What was your first paying gig and 
where? 
I was twelve and it was at the Truman Lake 
Opry in Tightwad, MO.  I got a check for 
$50 from the Bank Of Tightwad and I signed 
it over to my parents to pay for the blow-out 
we had on Truman Dam.  I felt so indepen-
dent being able to provide for my family with 
my music!

Do you have a special cell phone ring-
tone? If so, what is it? 
It’s a song I wrote with Mark Oliverius 
called “No Man’s Land” and it’s very hard 
to ignore.

by Krys Midgett

Olivia West: Makin’ It Work
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Bluegrass Music defines a genre of music as truthful as the words in RED in the Good Book. 
This is why country artist Clinton Gregory and his first “release” as a Bluegrass artist fits 
this music like and a hand and a glove.
 
Clinton, has lived life full circle; from records and albums on the chart with success in the 
early ’90s, (including one of my favorite songs “If It Weren’t For Country Music I’d Go 
Crazy”) to tours and sold out shows. Then his life went 180 degrees into a painful divorce, 
addiction and loss of his record deal. He was in a downward spiral and stayed there until 
an earth angel by the name of Hank Cochran entered the picture, along with a VERY long 
talk with Jesus, and his conversion back to his faith, and in 2005 he was back on track. 

Clinton hit it head on, performing, recording, touring and songwriting. Listen to track number twelve “Crucifixion.” The 
heaven-influenced lyrics and Clinton’s surreal delivery will make the goose bumps appear and make you stop in you tracks. 
Four minutes and 34 seconds of the pure truth.

When I meet Clinton in the early 1990’s, he hadn’t been in Nashville very long. He had just come from the Virginia Bluegrass 
Music scene. Proficient on fiddle and guitar since the age of 10, I am surprised it took 40 years for him to do a bluegrass to 
the bone album. I must remember; it’s God’s time not ours. 

Clinton lights up the fiddle on “Katy Hill” and he brings his musical vision full force on some ‘Country to the Core’ favorites 
and puts his vocal and instrumental artistry on these tracks to bring them home. Tracks such as ”Looking For A Place To Fall 
Apart” written by Merle Haggard, Willie Nelson and Freddy D. Powers. Then you have “I Never Go Around Mirrors,” “Little 
Cabin Home On The Hill” and “Somehow Tonight.” When you have Lefty Frizzell, Earl Scruggs, Bill Monroe and Lester Flatt 
co-penning these legendary songs, you’d better make sure, you nail them. Clinton definitely makes these heroes and legends 
of bluegrass proud!

* My wish is for this album is for it to be a serious contender in the IBMA’s nomination rounds. This musical journey is worthy 
of this noteworthy recognition. 

Preshias Note: Roots Of My Raising was recorded with The Clinton Gregory Bluegrass Band, who will be touring in support 
of the album. Harold Roper is on banjo, Doug Flowers on mandolin, Scott Terry on bass and Gregory on guitar and fiddle. 

This CD Review is dedicated to my other daddy Van McCombs. He took me to my first Bluegrass festival in Leitchfield, KY 
and I fell in love with the music. Two of the finalists were Jimmy Mattingly (Garth Brooks) and Mark O’ Connor Global 
Instrumentalist). J

- Review By Preshias
Vocals-6 | Production-6 | Musicianship-6 | Lyrics-6 | Melody-6 | Originality-6 

Clinton Gregory - The Roots of My Raising

Reviews are rated on 6-categories; Maximum of 6 points per category.
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Blues lovers in Music City look forward each year to the 
month of May, when the Nashville Music Guide features 
its annual blues-themed issue and the second annual NMG 
Blues Jam kicks off at the end of the month.

And although mainstream radio features far more country, 
pop, and hip-hop than blues, the format’s commercial 
impact vastly outdistances its radio spins.

The classic example of the huge popularity of blues is 
the chain of restaurants and clubs named for blues legend 
B.B. King, who was born in the tiny Mississippi Delta 
town of Itta Bena in 1925. 

In Nashville, it’s called B.B. King’s Restaurant & Blues 
Club, and is located on 2nd Av. N. In New York, it’s B.B. 
King’s Blues Club & Grill, right in the middle of Times 
Square on W. 42nd Street.

B.B. King, the world-famous blues singer, songwriter, and 
guitarist whose beloved guitar is nicknamed “Lucille,” 
had four No. 1 Billboard hits on the R&B charts in the 
early 1950s, including “2 O’Clock Blues” in 1952 and 
“Please Love Me” the following year. On the pop side, 
B.B. charted 35 singles between 1957 and 1989, but only 
one Top 20 Billboard pop single, “The Thrill Is Gone” in 
1970.

British artists such as Eric Clapton and the Rolling Stones 
idolized American blues stars, such as the guitar blues 
pioneer Robert Johnson (1911-38), whose songs including 
“Love In Vain,” “Sweet Home Chicago,” and “Cross Road 
Blues,” have been covered hundreds of times.

In Nashville and throughout the South, blues and country 
grew up side by side and often fused in one. Hank 

Williams’s earliest teacher was a black street blues and 
Gospel musician called Tee-Tot, who implanted a love 
for blues in Hank that lasted his whole career. 

Hank’s biggest country radio hit was “Lovesick Blues” 
(1949), which stayed 16 weeks atop the Billboard 
country charts, and he was often introduced in those 
days as “Hank Williams, That `Lovesick Blues’ Boy.”

Today in Music City, the combination of top-notch 
food and live music has made B.B. King’s Restaurant 
& Blues Club a smash hit for locals and tourists alike. 
The venue features live music seven nights a week, 

with local favorites such as Stacy Michhart and the B.B. 
King All-Star Blues Band each working the club several 
nights per week.

This issue of the Nashville Music Guide also features 
Gospel and jazz, two other formats closely related to 
blues. Rock/n/roll and blues have been kin since the very 
start of the rock era in the mid-1950’s, with many of Elvis 
Presley’s classic records R&B songs such as “Jailhouse 
Rock,” “Don’t Be Cruel,” and “Return To Sender.”

Another Elvis smash was 1954’s “Good Rockin’ Tonight.” 
The same song has been a No. 1 R&B hit by Wynonnie 
Harris in 1948, when Elvis was just 13 years old. In 1951, 
No. 1 R&B hits such as “Rocket ‘88’ ” by Jackie Brenston 
and his Delta Cats, and the Dominoes’ “Sixty-Minute 
Man” are now considered pioneering titles in rock, though 
the rock era isn’t known as formally beginning until Bill 
Haley & his Comets’ “Rock Around The Clock” hit No. 1 
on the Billboard pop charts in July of 1955.

While millions of music lovers worldwide and the more 
than 100,000 fans set to descend on Music City for the 
CMA Music Festival in June know that Nashville is the 
country music capital, the Nashville Music Guide’s Blues 
Issue proudly shows how other musical formats and other 
musicians proudly have contributed to the city’s musical 
legacy.

And if you’re a country artist or songwriter working in 
town, you may well find that adding some blues songs to 
your shows, or even putting together an entire 3-hour blues 
show, may open up profitable opportunities for entirely 
new live gigs – with far less competition than you’d find 
as a strictly country act.

Blues Jam Showcase: A Format That’s Big Business
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Soulshine Pizza Factory 
Brings Blues to Midtown

Every Sunday, at Soulshine Pizza Factory (1907 Di-
vision Street) is playing the Blues. From 4-8pm the 
upstairs patio resonatates the soulful music through-
out the heart of Midtown in Nashville. The legend-
ary guitar player, Kenny Olson and friends host the 

event and are always bringing up special guests, like 
Peter Keys to jam with the band. The collaboration of 
talent on the stage is phenomenal and something that 
everyone should see. Soulshine has partnered with 
Lightning 100 and is growing by the week. Before 

long it can be the “Whiskey Jam” of Sundays. If you 
have not been to Soulshine yet, pick a Sunday after-
noon and come out or amazing pizza, drink specials, 

and more importantly amazing blues music. 

Photographer Anthony Scarlati
http://scarlatiblog.wordpress.com/
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